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THE “TIMES” AND THE JEWS. 


It was with no little mortification that we saw, in the ‘* lead- 
ing Journal of Europe,” on the very morning of our last publi- 
cation, what appeared to be a practical disproof of that superi- 
ority to vulgar prejudice against the Jews as a body, for which 
we had just given credit to the more respectable portion of the 
London press. A leading article in the 7%mes, like that, was 
scarcely a happy illustration of that spirit of mutual good-will 
_and confidence, which we have been so earnestly striving to 
promote between right minded men of both creeds. It was 
certainly, rather an awkward commentary on our endeavours, 
on that same morning, to show to our fellow subjects, that—in- 
asmuch as there no longer existed any party in the state, in- 


clined to persecute Israel (whether trom misconception of 


religous obligations, or from blind and vulgar prepossessions), 
—the Jewish elector, called on to exercise the duties incident to 
the social and civil relations of life, was as free as any other 
individual, to support either of the great political parties which 


divide the state,—that it was indeed his duty, regardless of 


mere denominational bias, to promote that course of constitu- 
tional policy which, in his judgment, would most advance the 
public good, and to register his vote in favor of that candi- 
date who might best realize those views. 

It may be scarcely necessary to recall the fact, that the 
Morning papers of the 27th October, contained a police report 


of two sad cases, arising out of the inadequate remuneration of 


sempstress’ labours; the poor women having been tempted to 
pledge work obtained from their employers, in order to secure 
more food for their families than the pittance given for wages 
would purchase. The prosecutors in these cases, were not the 
Owners of the property illegally pledged, but what the Zimes 
calls ** middle-women,’’ or contractors with the slopseller, (to 


whom they give security,) the work being given through their. 


intervention to the immediate sempstress, out of whom these 
middle-women get a profit. In the less flagrant of the two 
cases, a Jewish name was introduced, as that of the real owner 
of the materials pledged ;—and forthwith, the 7imes, seeking to 
riog odyim on the system generally, and on the existing poor- 
aw as connected with it, inveighed against the Jews! charac- 
terizing payers of inadequate wages, as—‘‘ Jews in heart, when 
they may not belong to the nation!’’ and employing other 
Similar terms of painful opprobrium. That the writer of the 
article did not, after all, throw off these cruel aspersions from 
eliberate conviction, or personal experience of their aptitude, 
may be at once seen from the following admission, appended 
to a letter of remonstrance, signed, ‘‘ An Israelite,” and in- 
serted in the Times of the next morning. This remonstrance, 
in disproof of the validity of such imputations against the 
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Jews, referred to their known provision for their own numerous 


poor, besides their admitted liberality towards nearly every 
other Christian charity, as testified by a right rev. prelate, even 
when opposing in parliament the Jewish disabilities relief bill. 
The following is the ready response of the Times :— 

‘* Nothing was ever further from our intention than to accuse the Jews, 
as a people, of being deficient in charity. Our observations applied only 
to a class of persons, including Christians as well as Jews, whose extor- 
tionate exaction of the utmost amount of labour, at starvation prices, from 
the miserable wretches in their employ, is one of the most flagrant scan- 


cals of the age.’’ 

Thus, it is clear, that this influential journal had been be- 
trayed by its indignation against oppression in the abstract, into 
the employment of invectives, which have wounded feelings not 
intended to be assailed, and attached reproach where it is ad- 
mitted to be inapplicable. The readiness of the 7%mes to admit 
the injustice of the impression which it had produced, is cer- 
tainly honourable to the conductors of that journal; and we 
dwell upon the matter, by no means with the desire ‘to higgle 
concerning the amount of reparation due, but rather to show how 
much better protected is the victim of vulgar prejudice, by a scru- 
pulous avoidance of injurious imputations, than by the most un- 
reserved retraction of them, after the infliction of the wrong. In 
the present case, the Standard of the same day, copied the leader 
of the Zemes, as a slashing attack upon an anti-social principle ; 
—the letter of remonstrance and the amende honorabie, in the 
Times of the following day, being in a far less conspicuous 
column than the attack, were overlooked altogether by the Stan- 


dard, and perhaps by many others; and thus, while the wrong 


was multiplied, the atonement was suppressed. This needs 
not to have been designed, as we admitted once before, in 
similar circumstance, (vol. 1. pp. 93.) | 3 


A. portion of the press in this country sometimes employs the term 
‘‘ Jew,’’ in a sense in which it is no more justified, than were the pillage 
and torture for the infliction of which that term was a pretext, at that par- 
ticular period of English history when it was first used to express a eeality. 
We expect more fairness at the present day, when a more dispassionate 
review has disproved the calumny. Indeed, it is often pretty manifest, 
that the disparaging allusions to the Jews which the daily journals occa- 
sionally contain, are due rather to the inadvertence of editors, than to any 
design on their part to malign us. Those who wield the “ giant power’’ 
of the press have not, generally, the ogre-like propensities popularly 
ascribed to giants,—they are for the most ek scholars and gentlemen 
moving in respectable society. We fearlessly ask of such, whether the 
qualities of the Jews met with in such circles, do not claim more respect 
than is consistent with sneers or jibes at the very name of Jew ? Let such 
gentlemen, responsible, at least morally, for the tendency of the reports 
they send forth, consider the nature of a recent exposé at one of the me- 
tropolitan police courts,* and ask themselves—whether it is not unjust to 


— 


* It appeared that some newspaper reports (especially of police proceed- 


ings) are occasionally supplied by irresponsible, highly imaginative, and 


? 
4 
4, 
4 
& he 
A. 
| A 
* 
| 
= 
“Sul 
| ves 4 
| 
4 
ra 
arn | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| . 
An 
| 
| 
| 
~ 7 
| 
| 
“te 
| 
| 
t 


26 


encourage a system, which cannot exclude a low-minded, unscrupulous 
fostering of old prejudices, from tingimg even newspaper reports with ex- 
apgerat ons and caricatures of whatever has a Jewish sound or com- 
plexion? It is a prurient unwholesome taste which is thus pandered to, 
and it should be abandoned to the publications which lampoon the laws, 
sneer at parsons, and abuse the police. 


If a Jew trespass, let him be responsible for his offence. It has been 


proved by statistical records, and admitted by all, that Jews are propor- | 


tionately less criminal than others ;—we do not adduce this vauntingly, for 
the Israelite ought to set an example to his neighbours; and, therefore, 
would we not screen an offender ;—but why should the circumstance of 
his being a Jew (or in most instances that he ought to have been a Jew) 
be so paraded as to injure all who bear the name of Israel. Such policy 
is un-English, it is anti-scriptural; and could it succeed, and the Jew be 
rendered despicable because he is a Jew—Revelation would lose its best 
witness—and the appointed testimony, thus discredited,—the holy truth 
itself would be contemned. 


We have avoided any inquiry into the merits of the case, | 


‘son: Jest our disposition | Offenders are not Jews ;’ 
out of which this painful charge has arisen; les ts foe trace ds | catalogue, by way of reprisals, for the untenable charge brought 


to judge it dispassionately might be mistaken for 


| 
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sung weekly in a Christian Sunday school, the burthen of which 
is , Pais to counteract that odious prejudice against th, 
Jew. That this vulgar prejudice ts wearing away, is also map; 
fest from the circumstance that this, the Voice of Jacob, car 
thus unreservedly declare, that it is so—can thus confident] 
challenge the ‘ leading journal of Europe,” to disprove that 
it ought to be so—and can reasonably expect, that the scholar 
and gentleman will carry out, into the world of literature, the 


-urbanities which pertain to that character in the relations of 


social life, avoiding the use of an expression in a sense jp 
which it gives unmerited pain, and works injury even though 
unintentionally. : 

A correspondent, would have us glean from the very same 
number of the Times, a catalogue of the frauds, indecencies 
and atrocities, which are reported in it,—to show that thes 


’ 


e 
and thus to exhibit that revolting 


the exactions of the system, which is, after all, the legitimate | #4@'"St our people !—We decline the ungracious task—because 


object of animadversion. 
inserted in the Times of the 31st ult., shows a laudable anxiety 
to disprove the oppressive spirit laid to his charge. It is 
made clear, that a competition in the labour market by poor- 
house unions, and an impossibility to control the underbidding 
of the hungering people for work, (which some competitors in 
the slop trade are willing to have done at the lowest rate possible, ) 
leaves no alternative to the houses already embarked in it, 
(the Jews are said to be 3 in 40!) but either to go with the 
stream, or to abandon the trade. We could wish them at once 
to do the latter, were there any security against their being 
dragged into an equally selfish vortex, in other trading pur- 
suits. But both the Times, and our own humble columns, 
have quoted with approval from that work of startling truth, 
‘ The Perils of the Nation;” (vide our No. 53.) and, together 
with its philanthropic author, lamented how the good old maxim 
of “ live and let live,” has been almost universally supplanted 
in ** the commercial world,” by that of “‘ every one for him- 
self.”’ The 7imes labours to alainaiehe the neglected rights of 
the poor.—Need we refer its editor to the same work just 
quoted, for proof how much of the evil, whose fruits he daily 
exposes, may be traced to divergence from the Jewish ordi- 
nances of obligation towards the poor?—and how much of 
social improvement might be reasonably anticipated from a 
recurrence to the scripture standard? is not the Times too 
good a tactician to overlook, how much wiser it would be to 
make auxiliaries of the Jews, than to excite the resentment 
of the unreflecting part of them, by unmerited insult ? 

But we are reminded that the insult, deeply dnd extensively 
as it has been felt, was not a deliberate act; and here is an- 
other commentary of the Editor, which disavows it as such. 

‘* We only used the word “ Jew,”’ to which Mr. Moses indignantly 


refers, not as a term of reproach to the people, but in the other of its two 
significations, in which it forms a component part of the language.’’— 


Times, 3) st October. 

Is it indeed a component part of the language? and if so, 
ought it not, for the reasons before stated, to be regarded as 
obsolete in the invidious sense in which it was introduced, per- 
chance in such ages as those of John and Richard? Some of 
our continental brethren have stooped to evade the odium, by 
employing the title, ‘‘ Israelites,” instead of ‘‘ Jews.” Our 
pen was once appealed to, for advocacy of a similar substitution 
in this country.—We answered—that we had too much vene- 
ration for Judaism, too much confidence in English love of jus- 
tice, tardy though it be, to doubt that our people would live down 
the calumny, and convert the title ‘‘ Jew” to one of honour. 
We say confidently, that if our people will but be true to each 
other, that revolution will be effected. Our columns have re- 
cently given many quotations in proof of the assertion, that the 

rejudice us, nationally, is like many others, imbibed 
in childhood ; and, therefore, it is gratifying to say, that even 
while we write, there lies before us the printed copy of a hymn 


sometimes dishonest persons, who hang about the courts, and hash up the 
proceedings for sale to the newspaper proprietors.— Vide the recent News- 
paper accounts of a man summoned for the return of money paid for a 
report, which was not inserted after all! : 


But a letter from the party accused, 


we deem it incompatible with true Jewish feeling. 


TRAITOROUS ATTACK UPON JUDAISM. 


We find ourselves much encouraged in our efforts to pro- 
mote a good understanding between our brethren in the faith 
of Israel, and those who are our kinsmen in their acceptance of 
that divine revelation, of which we are, nationally, at once the 
depositories and the witnesses. The first earnest of sincere 
response to our appeal, is afforded by the admissions which 
reach us, of the permanency of the Mosaic ordinances,—the 
always separate destiny of Israej at large. Perhaps, a no less 
expressive testimony of these scriptural truths, is afforded by 
the violent animosity manifested towards us by those apostates 
from the covenant of Israel, who are naturally in agony lest 
their pious dupes should cast them off, or urge them to re- 
assume those religious obligations, which have been bartered 
for the lighter bonds of a Gentile church, and for the more 
remunerative pickings afforded by a well gulled public. 

Witness another dastardly libel upon Judaism, just pub- 
lished by a traitor to its bosom. ‘* The Fundamental Principles 
of Modern Judaism investigated; together with a Memoir of 
the Author, &c.”—by one Moses Margoliouth. This person- 
age has long been exceedingly emulous of the notoriety to be 
obtained from our notice of him; and we found it needful to 
thrust him aside last year, (vol. ii. p. 43.) when he made a 
violent attack upon the Catholics; and because we counselled 
mutual forbearance between various sects of Christianity, he 
forthwith assailed us as abettors of idolatry! We then expressed 
the fear, that we should yet again be obliged to soil our fingers 
with some future grossness from the same source. Here is our 
apprehension verified :—this ** buy my book” speculator, ab- 
solutely labours now to prove, that modern Jews are themselves 
idolaters! And what think our readers are the idols of our 
worship ?—The phylacteries, fringes, and door post signs! __ 

_ We can scarcely flatter ourselves with having provoked this 
piece of barefaced calumny, since its author had already con- 
fessed that it was in petto before we noticed him; still, he 
has striven hard to make it appear, that his book was called 
for, and rendered necessary by, our erroneous representations! 

So far as the Voice of Jacob is concerned, a palpably dishonest 
attempt to deduce an untenable principle from our columns, 
spares us the revolting task of tracking his misrepresentations 
further (although he has no less than fourteen references to us). 
His whole fabric is built upon a certain dogma, pretended, 0” 
the very first page of his investigation, to have been advanced 
by us on behalf of modern Judaism! 

“ Three of these precepts, viz., Phylacteries, Fringes at the 
corner of Garments, and the Sign on the door posts, are styled 
by modern Jews, * The fundamental principles of Judaism. 
See Voice of Jacob, No. 10,” 

Now we ask any honest man to refer to the context, (on P. 79, 
of our No. 10.) from which the above expression has been 
wrested out. He will there find, that what are really called 
the ‘ fundamental principles of Judaism,” are ‘‘ the recogn!- 
tion of the Kingdom of Heaven, of the Unity of God, of the 
Exodus, &c. &e.;” and it is explicitly declared, that the phy- 
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lacteries, fringes, and door post mementos, are regarded as so 
disposed, that we might be ‘ constantly reminded to keep in the 
ways of the Lord, and become worthy of the life to come.’”— 


This is his first page! Need we go further? 

Is he indeed become a Christian? What shall be said to his 
tracing the institution of the Garment of Fringes, literally, to 
the unequivocal language of Numb. xv. 37-40, and Deut. xxii. 
12;—its rationale, to “* the necessity for such marks of distinc- 
tion,” (his own words on p. 50) ;—its use, to the founder of 
Christianity himself, (proved on his page 51) ;—and, after all 
this, impiously vaunting, that ‘ we (the disciples of Jesus) need 
not those beggarly remembrancers.” Is he indeed a Christian ? 

We leave him in the hands of his new friends, whom he thinks 
to flatter by language like this. We shall thus be saved the 
necessity of exposing the incongruities of his own memoir, 
or indicating the sources to which he is indebted for the making | 
up of large portions of his book. 

Before us lie two reviews of this calumnious tirade against | 
the religion of Moses. 
zine, (Monthly Jewish Intelligence of the London Society, Kc.) 
It was to be expected, that the interest which had obtained sub- 
scriptions for the work from Prince Albert, the King of Prussia, 
the Bishops, the Nobility, &c., would be employed to secure a 
favourable review in this magazine. But we ask all honest 
subscribers to the Society, whose organ it is, whether they can 
hope to stand acquitted before God, of supporting and abetting 
such foul libels upon the people whom He hath chosen? 
“ Modern Judaism” might /onest/y be judged by the authorised 
works of elementary instruction in it; (they abound in all lan- 
puages, including the English )}—our own immediate faith, might | 
e fitly deduced from what we have published; (and the Voice of | 
Jacob contains many explicit statements concerning these very | 
Phylacteries, Fringes, &c., to which it did not serve the calum- | 
niator’s purpose even to refer)—and the light in which any 
approachable Jew regards those said observances, might fairly 
be judged from what he shall avow,—not what he shall be 
made to seem to practise. It would be even fairer to fasten 
upon the Anglo-Protestant, some of the conceits of individual | 
fathers of the church: or to charge Christianity in general, with | 


the vagaries of Irving, Southcote, Joe Smith, Joshua Jacob, | 
and others,—all baptized and professing Christians—than to call 
that ‘** Modern Fetaioas. © which is carved out and contorted 
from the admitted speculation of some learned Rabbi, (often 
contested by his own contemporaries); even though it were 
yet the dream of some Cabbalistic Chasid, in some remote 
district. Shame upon the Editors of the so called ‘ Jewish | 
Intelligence,” who, knowing well the untenable character of | 
arguments like these, nevertheless favour their dissemination, 
in order to excite ‘‘ pity” for us as ‘* Idolaters,” and to draw 
larger sums, in order to Gentilize our stragglers! | 

Another review, of a far different character, is that of the 
Christian Lady’s Magazine. 

_After adverting to the ‘‘ ardent zeal” with which Margoliouth 
picks up and reiterates the McNiele cry of ‘‘ /dolaters,” “* in 
a sense in which he never dreamed of using it,”’ ‘‘ roundly ohare: 
ing them (the Jews) with worshipping their fringes ;” she defends 
herself completely, and with a meekness and fervour which 
we are glad to recognise as more consonant with the moral 
principles of Christianity, against this professing convert’s at- 
tack upon herself, of using ‘ guilty dissimulation,” in the 

Onest expression of her scriptural convictions! This man, 
Whose new vocation appears to have opened out an access for 
his writings to thrones and cabinets, and who has used his 
opportunities—to exhibit his forsaken brethren as ‘** Idolaters,” 


might, had he a heart, have learned a lésson from these re- 
marks of hers :— 


Had we the opportunity of making our voice heard in such high places, 
we do trust it would be raised to excite a powerful interest on behalf of 
ir Oppressed, afflicted, persecuted sufferers under foreign tyranny. We 
0645 plead with the house of Israel first, by pleading for them; we 
Should point to Ancona, where the blood-stained sword of the Inquisition, 
f returned to its sheath, is ready to spring forth again, and drink, as of 
yore, with unquenchable thirst, the life-blood of helpless Israel. We 

ould pvint to Moravia, where the virtuous matrons of Judah, having 


The first, is in the Conversionist Maga- | 


fered to obey the command of the Most High by marrying and multiply- 
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ing contrary to the will of a modern Pharaoh, are publicly branded as 
women of abandoned character, their offspring bastardized, and them- 
selves imprisoned as offenders against public morals. We should point 
to the Russian frontier, where, because a small number of Jews have 


joined in the common practices of their neighbours by carrying on a con- 


traband trace, five hundred thousand of the Hebrew race are driven from 
their homes, stripped of their possessions, and reduced to the extremest 
misery and destitution. Would God we had the power of uttering an 
appeal for suffering Israel in the high places of the earth! As it is, we can 
and do appeal to Him whose ears were ever open to their cry, and who 
will yet shew Himself mighty to save; will bring his people again as 
aforetime, even His own as he did from the depths of the sea. A little 
more of the dove that edifieth, exhibited by Christians towards their elder 
brethren, would go much farther than a vast deal of the knowledge which 
puffeth up. 

x * * * * 


True it is that we exceedingly rejoice in the failure of all efforts to stifle 


the “* Voice of Jacob,’' and to crush in its birth that noble enterprise, the 


Anglo-Jewish Press, We possess, naturally, a considerable share of the 


_old English feeling which spontaneously, on all occasions, calls out, Fair 


play !’’ and, taking a higher view, we rejoice in the inmost depths of our 
heart, at witnessing even the faintest movement among this wonderful 
people, symptomatic of the fulfilment of that which their father Jacob, b 
divine inspiration, predicted of Judah, the “ lion’s whelp ;’’ and that which 
the same divine power forced from the reluctant lips of Balaam. 

She next reiterates her faith in the perpetuity of Israel's 

Ordinances, as demonstrated in her recent pamphlet, (vide our 
last number) and exposes the blind inconsistency of inferring 
the abrogation of all, because any are now impossible of ful- 
filment. Of this rancorous apostate, she says— 
Ile pronounces his brethren here to be ignorant of modern Judaism, and 
of course quite free from the delusions that he undertakes to expose ; yet 
writes an English book, for circulation among them or rather among the 
Gentiles who surround them, on the watch for their halting, the sole object 
of which is to convict them of the most enormous errors; and to with- 
stand us to the face, asa very humble imitator of St. Peter in the act of 
dissembling for fear of the Jews. But Peter’s fault consisted in compell- 
ing the Gentiles to live as did the Jews; whereas the utmost extent of 
our’s lies in persuading the Jews not to live as do the Gentiles; volunta- 
rily casting from them, as inconsistent with the faith of the Gospel, that 
by which it has pleased God to preserve them a separate nation, up to 
this period when He is about to glorify His own Great Name and faith- 
fulness by a national restoration to the land which He gaye unto their 
fathers, and still reserves for them. 


We lament our inability to quote the whole ‘ Vindication,” 


as this review is termed, and that we can only allude to the 


conclusive manner in which she rebuts his assumption, that—the 
partial abuse of a ceremony sanctions its universal rejection ! 
She asks him, what ought to be done by Protestants with the 
sacraments, seeing how the Roman Catholics are thought to 
treat them? We leave Mr. McNiele in her hands; curious to 
see how he will escape the dilemma of declaring nineteen 
twentieths of even the Protestant population of Great Britain, 
‘* Idolaters,’’ according to his definition of the term, as he has 
applied it to the Jews. She says:— | 

But Mr. Margoliouth quotes the expression, and reiterates the strongest 
language of Mr. M‘Neile in reference to the Jew kissing the fringe upon 
his Talith! The poor innocent, scriptural Talith, with its ribband of blue 
and its fringed corners, is the idol to which Israel directs his worship ! 


We should be sorry to hurt Mr. Margoliouth’s feelings by putting to paper 


what swelled in our hearts on reading such a charge: we know of no 
effect that it can produce unless to make the very name of Christianity 
hateful to Israel. What if certain Jewish Rabbies in old times wrote and 
propounded things as absurd and unscriptural as some of the sayings and 
doings of Origen, Ambrose, and others of the “‘ fathers” of Christian anti- 

uity, and certain followers of those Rabbies do at this oe give heed to 
their fables;—is a crime so deadly as worshipping something even less 
than a stock or a stone to be therefore charged upon the whole house of 
Judah ?* Mr. Margoliouth is young and zealous, and learned, and clever, 


* We deny—that Jews ever bhp 5 2 the Talith or anything like it ;— 
that the avowed “‘ remembrancers ”’ of Judaism, are its ‘‘ fundamental prin- 
ciples ;’—that the “ allegories’ of remote ages, the disjointed fragments 
of individual speculations or Cabalistic reverics, are authorities whence those 
principles may be legitimately deduced ;—and now we have denied nearly 
the whole substance of Mr. Margoliouth’s charges. In support of this pro- 
test, we adduce **‘ The Elements of Faith, for the use of Jewish Youth, 
&ec.” London; Justins, a. m. 5575 (1814); because it happens to bear the 
authorization of Dr. Sol. Hirschel, and Dr. Raphael Meldola, the late Chief 
Rabbis. But other Jewish works, of similar character, published in Eng- 
land, will supply fair exemplifications of ‘‘ Modern Judaism ;’’ and lest 
works in English, though not published in England, may be supposed to 
give the slightest warrant for such statements as this apostate is foisting 
upon his patrons, we cite the recent catechisms, &c. of the Rev. I. Leeser, 
of Philadelphia; now in general use in this country, and to be had at 
No. 42, Fore Street, London. | | . 
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and has pens a great deal of time in deeply exploring a vast deal of rub- 
bish, which nineteen-twentieths of all his brethren would rma | repudiate ; 
but surely this is not the way to do them good, by bearing false witness 
against them as a body, even to the capital crime of idolatry, because 
some fancy that putting the fringe of the Talith to their eyes will help to 
preserve their sight. As well might he tax the Editor of the Christian 
Lady’s Magazine with witchcraft, because an old woman in tlie parish has 
nailed a horse-shoe to the threshold of her door for good luck, and pleaded 
ancient tradition for the custom too. 

Let certain mistaken zealots, who are constantly seeking con- 

troversies with Jews, save their own hope from the real danger 
of the encounter, and, meanwhile, learn humbly from the fotlow- 
ing declaration of a Christian, fully as learned, as experienced, 
and as pious as they. 
We do not enter into the “Jewish controversy: ’’ as he calls it; partly be- 
cause we have no knowledge of the Hebrew language, but chiefly because 
it is, to our mind, not the Jewish controversy of the New Testament. 
Rabinical Judaism was, in those days, very much the same, we believe, 
asnow; Paul was as deeply versed in it as Mr. Margoliouth can be, seeing 
that his preceptor, Gamaliel, was one of the writers of the Talmud. 

One more quotation, and we have done. 


Nor will that of the ‘‘Address to Christians’ be deepened by the unjust, 
or at best indiscriminating harshness, with which the Author has else- 
where spoken of his brethren in England, as semi-infidels: and the con- 
temptuous epithets which he heaps on the Editor of the Anglo-Jewish 
press, who is really doing a great work, in seeking the welfare of his 
nation, rousing their energies, concentrating their efforts, and labouring to 
bring about the amelioration of their moral and social state throughout the 
world. Opposed he certainly is to the Christian faith, and he does not 
mask that opposition under any affectation of liberalism, for the further- 
ance of his grand object (as we are supposed to do ;) buc if Israel is to get 
no help as Israel; to obtain no deliverance from, no assuasion of the mul- 
tifarious sufferings inflicted by tyrannical governments, except on condi- 
tion of throwing away their nationality, and amalgamating with the 
Gentiles around them, then men are justified in opposing and discouraging 
the few hands stretched forth to help them. We, thinking far otherwise, 
are acting a different part; yet that we have been guilty of no faithless 
compromise, we can safely appeal to all the readers of this Magazine. 
And now let us assure the apostate,—thus made the blank leaf 
between the two testaments—that all this notice of his lucubra- 
tions 1s not accorded to their consequence, (although he has 
forced his book upon us for review) but for the sake of promo- 
ting, elsewhere, that fraternal peace between Jew and Christian, 
which he is so zealous to destroy. His attempts to obtrude 
upon our privacy will not succeed ; but still we pray,—although 
he shall have earned the contempt of what our contemporry of 
the Athenzum* calls ‘‘ honest minds and healthy appetites, ’— 


that the God whom he has defied, may convert and forgive him. 
MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Great Synagogue FHall.—Short discourses continue to be 
occasionally delivered in this hall, during the hour immediately 
preceding the Sabbath afternoon service, by Mr. B. H. Ascher, 
and other candidates for ministerial functions. They are gene- 
rally appropriate and satisfactory to the auditory. Last sabbath, 

r. I, Issachar, in a discourse on prayer, took that last occasion, 
before his departure to fulfil the duties of second }tn at Kings- 
ton, Jamaica, to animadvert in strong, but affectionate terms, on 
the want of decorum which characterizes the public service of 
that synagogue. He dwelt with much earnestness, on the 
special obligation resting on the “‘ professedly strict,” to set the 
example of a becoming demeanour to the rest of the congrega- 
tion. The young lecturer, took leave with much feeling, and 
amid the cordial good wishes of those whom he had deemed it 
a duty thus boldly and seasonably to admonish. 


Hertfordshire.—W e perceive, ina newspaper which has been 
sent to us from this county, (recounting the arious demonstra- 


* Since this was written, the shrewd critic of the Athena@um has also 
reviewed this speculation of Morgoliouth, and found out the man’s 
animustoo. We allude to it, only because our respected contemporary deems 
it matter of surprise, that the Rev. Chancellor of the Diocese of Chester, 
should have written a preface for such a thing; and doubts whether he 
had even read it—seeing that he calls the 613 precepts a “‘ mass of trifles ;”’ 
unmindful that they contain the Ten Commandments, which he so regularly 
prays that his heart may beinclined to keep! Had the Antheneum a tithe 
of our painful experience, of the stupid perversions, the fostered calum- 

nies,.and other “ evils done,” that a visionary “* good (the denationalization 
J Istael) may come,”’ it would not wonder at Mr, Ratkes, and other 
such “ blind leaders of the blind,” 


tions of loyalty with which Her gracious Majesty’s recent Visit 
to Cambridge was greeted,) the following passage relating to 
Ware :— 

‘‘ Towards the end of the town, at the corner of the road } 
Watton, a simple inscription on a white ground, in Hebrew Characters 
with a translation underneath, attracted some notice. The inscription 
was,—‘ May the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, guard the Queen and 
the Prince.’ This was at the house of Mr. Marks, a Jew.”’ 

The same paper contains a report of the annual meeting of 
what is miscalled ‘* The Hertford Jews’ Society.” It was here. 
on the last occasion, that Capt. Trotter made the indecent exh. 
bition, for which he afterwards apologized. (Vide vol. ii, pp. 70 
76,82.) Abel Smith, Esq., M. P., was in the chair this time, and 
permitted the Rev. J. Freemantle to tell his. auditory,—that we 
‘‘ Jews are the most pitiable objects in the world, far more g 
than the heathen !’’"—that we are obstinate in infidelity and jg. 
norance, forbidding a study of the 53rd of Isaiah! (vide 
Jewish exposition of it in vol. 1. p. 131.)—that we liken the 
law to water, and the commentaries to wine; (vide an ex. 
planation of this stock accusation, in our vol. 1. p. 119.)—and 
that the Jews of this generation are wholly given up to money 
making, caring nothing for their own land, their privileges, or 
their nationality !—All this was bad enough in the mouth of the 
Rev. Mr. Freemantle ; but what shall we say to the Rey. Ed. 
ward Bickersteth, who seconded the resolution prefaced by the 
former's speech, and did not say a syllable in disproof of these 
charges, notwithstanding that, having been a subscriber for the 
Voice of Jacob, he must have known every one of them to be 
untrue !. 

Doings af the Conversionists.—The last number of the 
Monthly ‘ Intelligence” of the ‘* London Society,” contains 
little of novelty. There is rather more than the usual modicum 
of calumny against Judaism ; (vide another column), and of un- 
blushing attempts to destroy our nationality. ‘The desecration 
of the tombs in the valley of Jehoshaphat, many months since, 
(vide vol. ii. p. 166.) is now, for the first time, confessed to 
have been the work of a-converted protegé of the mission. 
The poor Jews having been terrified into silence, part of the 
charge is denied; but the scratching of personal memoranda 
on the grave-stone of the prophet Zechariah, and the making 
of crosses on others, are very coolly justified and defended by 
the Bishop’s ordained assistant,—although the doing of a similar 


cading to 


| thing on the commonest seat or tree in one of the London 
parks, would obtain for the scribbler a fine or imprisonment.— — 


According to the same authority, Sir Moses Montefiore has 
sent 20/. to Jerusalem, in order that the controversial work, 
‘* Chizuk Emunah,” may be reprinted and circulated there.— 
The Editors are not slow to remark upon the presumed diffi- 
culty of the English, in electing a Chief Rabbi, and to quote 
the tollowing complaint from the Orient. 


We have no students and no rabbies. Orthodoxy is nothing but an 
heirloom of the eighteenth century, possessing no signs of life; and Ne- 
ology is only callous indifference and licentiousness. Colonge, Mayence, 
Aix-la-Chapelle, Diisseldorf, Frankfurt, have no rabbies. 

From the Orient also, is copied the statement that—Sir I. L. 
Goldsmid is gone to the continent, with a view to exert his 


influence towards putting a stop to the progress of refurm.— . 


These ‘* Intelligencers” profess to be quite satisfied of the ‘* be- 
nevolent sentiments” of the Emperor of Russia, in the matter 
of the recent ukase.—We have not room for further references, 
but to the following prayer of the Conversionists :—* May we, 
by the grace of God, revive them (the Jews), from their long 
lethargy !""—we say fervently—Amen ! 

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Gleanings from the ‘Archives Israélites.’,—The Consistoire 
Israelite de Paris,” has determined to abolish from the operation 
of nbn, the performance of nyyyp.—The municipal council 
of Bayonne has voted 300 fr. per annum, to provide a residence 
for the Jewish pastor of that district.—The Paris Synagoe 
was not well attended during the recent festivals. The sale 3 
miso is not yet abolished. M. Wogue, a young Frenc 


ke wena told his auditory; in a discourse on “ the future of 


udaism,” that “* Israel’ is not a people ; it represents an idea. 
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—Synagogues have been consecrated in Bordeaux, Bouxwiller 
and Colmar. The municipal and military authorities, formed 
‘ principal part of the congregation assembled on these occa- 
sions. In one case, a bouquet was presented to the Mayor, 
with an address, by a young lady!—Six Jews have recently 
been elected members of various French municipal bodies.— 
A young Israelite has received a vote of 400 fr. from the 
authorities of the department of the Moselle, in aid of his 
studies as a musician in the Conservatoire, at Paris. —The 
rinter and proprietor of the “* Courrier du Bas-Rhin,” having 
inserted an article offering a gratuitous insult to the Jews, has 
lost his re-election as municipal councillor of Strasbourg, by 
92 votes to 108; the majority being formed by the 18 Jewish 
voters of that section.—A Jew has been nominated Mayor of 
the Commune de Schieloffen; the first Jewish Mayor in the 
department of the Lower Rhine.—The allocation of 1500 fr., 
previously received from the department of the Haut-Rhin, for 
Jewish schools, has been reduced to 900 fr., because of the 
resistance offered to the views of the authorities. 


| 

St: Thomas, 1st October.—Our usual correspondent informs | 
us that, : | 

‘“ The Sunday school improves every day, the females of the | 
congregation taking very great interest therein. The Hebrew) 
school flourishes, and Mr. Carillon deserves great praise for 
his attention to it. On Sabbath, Medianos of Tabernacles 
we shall have our first confirmation, The 
second day of Rosh-hashana was kept.”’ 

The same packet brings us a counter-statement .to that 
referred to in our Vol. ii. p. 232. For the present, we do not — 
find occasion to do more than to point out a probable misap- 
prehension, consequent on the differences but too common in 
small parishes, Jew or Gentile, at home and abroad. It appears, | 


that the Danish charter, under which the Jews of St. Thomas’ — 


are incorporated, forbids the assembling of aminyan without the 
president's leave ; and the formation of another religious society, | 
or the opening of a school,—except with the permission, and 
under the control, of the Rulers and Wardens. ‘Those gen- 
tlemen having manifested a disposition to favour the spirit of 
innovation, a more orthodox party sought to institute a sabbath 
school, in order to counteract the apprehended effect on the: 
religious training of the rising generation. ‘The party in power 
enforced the law, and obtained a closing of the school by the 
police authority. Thus is it ever; the charge of intolerance is 
rought against those who have the opportunity to exercise it— 
be they “reformers” or ‘‘ conservatives.”” The universality of 
this phenomenon, might teach more meekness than sufferers 
are accustomed to exhibit. We have pleasure in extracting 
from the communication before us, that the school would have 
been permitted, had the formal sanction been first applied for. 
It would have been more gratifying to find, that no grounds for 
inistrust, and therefore, no pretext for another school, existed ; 
and we will yet hope for the time when the eloquent exhortation 
of their zealous president, (vide No. 56, p. 5,) on the necessity 
of an example being set, in accordance with those divine precepts 
which the Jewish youth of St. Thomas’ are desired to follow, 
will produce the appropriate results. On the other hand, the 
established authority must be duly respected; and those who 
would carry out a religious object by religious means, will not 


hesitate at any mere punctilio which may stand in the way of its 
accomplishment. 
of all, let us at least see an amicable rivalry for the hallowed | 
object; and the emulative advantages of separate endeavours, 
as well as their pertaining evils. 


Kidnapping for Conversion.—At Jassy, a female child aged 
years, has been kidnapped from its Jewish parents, and 
secretly baptized. The parents happening to be under Prus- 
sian protection, the Consul General of that nation has de- 
manded a restoration of the child to them. The applica- 
tion has been refused by the government, on the te that, ‘* as 
€ child in question has received The sacred baptism of the 
Eastern chure , it can by no means, according to the principles 


If one school will not satisfy the scruples | 


of that church and the laws of the country, be restored to its 
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parents.” It was however added, that, “‘ as the proceeding 
had not been altogether a legitimate one, the council of state 


had already taken measures for the punishment, both of the 


individuals concerned therein, and of the priest who had per- 
formed the act without permission from higher quarters; and 
that henceforward such things should not any more happen.” 

The Consul General, however, was not satisfied with this de- 


cision, and sent a note, in which we find the following pertinent 


remarks. ‘* Should there really exist such laws as render 
possible the withholding of children from their parents, then I 
must congratulate the strangers living here, that they are not 
subject to these laws; therefore, the undersigned finds him- 
self constrained to declare, that the infant in question is 
not subject to the civil laws of this place, that the child of 
a Prussian has been deprived of its liberty and shut up ina 
convent, and that this is in contravention of existing treaties. 
It cannot here be a question of an arrested criminal, since a 
child 45 years of age cannot commit any crime.. There is, 
therefore, no reason why the child should not be restored. The 
undersigned hopes for the more speedy settlement of this affair, 
since the Secretary of state must be convinced, that no body 
can lose rights, by means of an act declared to be culpable, 
and that no tribunal can have the power to make right and wrong 
depend upon the belief of a section.” 

As the Prussian government is distinguished for its toleration 
towards the Israelites, it is believed that, in the worst case, the 
Prussian court would itself interfere in opposition to so violent 


_astep of the clergy. —D. 4. Z.; (a Christian Journal.) 


Montreal, (Canada,) 11th October.—Another synagogue 1s 


about to be erected in this city, by voluntary contribution, for 


which are both numerous and respectab wher has 
The Gover- 


the adherents of the German and ier ritual; the observers of 


purchased, and a burial ground already provided. 


nor General, Sir Chas. Metcalf, with his well known liberality 


towards the Jews, has transmitted a donation of £10, with an 
expression of regret, that the number of claims upon his purse 
did not enable him to give a larger amount. It was expected 
that a congregation would be assembled for Rosh-hashanah 
‘the new year,) just passed. ‘The pre-existing synagogue 
observes the Portuguese ritual. 


Death of a Celebrated Jew.—We read in No, 49 of the 
Orient, a very affecting memoir of ‘the late Jacob Epstein, of 
Warsaw, honorary citizen, president of the Grand Jewish 
Hospital, an elder of the congregation, and, in every way, a 
noble minded philanthropist. He died on the 3rd of July, and 
more than 20,000 individuals, both Jews and Christians, followed 
him to the grave. About 200 carriages were also present. 
Never had so much honour been shown, in that residence, to any 
Israelite, never so much sympathy manifested, or better deserved. 
A particular circumstance in this funeral was, that the corpse 
(the deceased having died at the watering place Warmbrun, in 
Silesia, whither he had resorted for the restoration of his 
health,) was, at the express desire of his family and congregation, 
carried home; and thus, the funeral procession occupying a 
whole month in passing through a large portion of Poland, 
an opportunity was afforded to many congregations, to give 
expression to the deep feelings of love and veneration enter- 
tained for the deceased. He deserved this high respect; not 
only by his irreproachable character as a man and an Israelite,— 
by his private charity,—his large contributions to sacred pur- 
poses,—and his munificence in establishing an Hospital for 350 
patients; but still more, by the active part which, as one of 
the elders, he took in public affairs, by the prudence which he 
displayed in their management, © prudence so all important in 
those eventful days of Poland,) and by the enthusiasm with 
which he entered into all that was conducive to the public 
weal. In consideration of the services rendered to the state, 


his sovereign, in 1838, made him banker to the treasury, (ex- 
chequer commission) in the kingdom of Poland; one of his 
sons, banker to the court, and the other, a commercial coun- 
cillor.—The only one Israelite in Poland, on whom this title 
had been bestowed. 
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Commercial Jealousy in Breslau.—Our English readers will 
hear with surprise, that it is only now that Jews are to be ad- 
mitted to the exchange at Breslau. Hitherto, the intolerance of 
their Christian colleagues has excluded them. 


Important Questions.—Five of the most learned Rabbis in 
the Grand duchy of Posen, to each of whom the seven questions 
concerning Jewish affairs, (vol. ii. pp. 177, 198,) have been pro- 
posed by government, have held a conference at Posen, in order 
to give a uniform reply. We find named among them Dr. 
Hirschfeld, Chief Rabbi at Wollstein, author of the Halachische 
Exegese. 

Prussian Policy.—The government continues its inquiries 
on Jewish affairs, Besides the questions connected with re- 
ligion and public worship, put to the Prussian Rabbis, and 
the commissions given to other Jews distinguished for theolo- 
gical attainments, to give their opinions on special subjects, 
the chief military authorities have been directed to ascertain 
exactly the number of Jews engaged in the war, from 1813—1)9, 
and to report what was their general conduct. 


Austrian Liberulity!—We have now to inform our readers 
of an astonishing progress in humanity, made in the Austrian 
empire! There is a small watering place on the Hungarian 
and Moravian frontiers, called Teplitz: hitherto, a Jew coming 
there for the restoration of his health, was not permitted to 
bathe in the common baths; bnt there was assigned to him 
a narrow and dirty enclosure, and it was only by means of 


bribery that he could obtain permission to use the common. 


baths. ‘This place has recently changed hands, and the new 
propenetor either from a feeling of humanity, or from a better 
understanding of his own advantage, has literally pulled down 
the fence, and a Jew may now be permitted, without bribery, 
to enjoy the comforts bestowed by bountiful nature, upon all, 
indiscriminately.—Is this not an extraordinary progress ? 


Industrial Pursuits.—The society recently formed at Breslau, 
for the promotion of mechanics among the Jews, has now 
published its statutes. Much good is anticipated from th's 
establishment. | 

St. Petersburg, 15th September.—On Friday,the 27th Aug., 
at 11 o’Clock, a. m., the Rabbinical commission for the educa- 
tion (bildung) of the Jews in Russia, was closed by his Ex- 
cellency the Co-minister. The result of its labors will now be 
laid, for examination and approval, before the higher authorities. 
Its members have already left the residence.—(4. Z. d. J.) 


Dr. Hirsch, of Emden, is offered the office of Landrabbiner 
in Moravia, (ibid.) —— 

The Bey of Tunis.—Another evidence of His Highness’ 
tolerant and liberal. spirit,.is communicated for our columns 


having been appointed Physician to the Bey, and having esta- 
blished the fame of his talents, cultivated in the best universi- 
ties of Italy, has also been decorated with the order of the 
Nishan; as was Mr. Joseph Sumama.” Vide our last number. 
Our informant, justly enough, points out such examples as 
worthy of imitation in certain European states. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION ~5" 
GENESIS XVIII.—XXU. 


This section is an interesting one, because of its affecting 
narrative, and the moral and political importance of the events re- 
corded in it. The scanty limits to which a dissertation is restricted, 

will not permit more than a glance at our national origin, and a 
brief review of those merits of our noble ancestor, Abraham, 
which scripture itself directs us to reflect upon and to imitate, 
for the furtherance of our welfare here and hereafter. What 
constitutes the distinction between Israel and other nations ? 
and, wherefore are alone ‘* the Songs of Jacob not consumed ?” 
(Mal. iii. 6.) are questions frequently propounded, and at first 
sight difficult of solution; but the present section, rightly con- 
sidered, affords a satisfactory explanation of both. ‘Other 
nations haye owed their origin to some predatory horde, united 


for the gratification of their sensual = Se and who, seckin 
for a leader congenial to their tastes, have fixed upon some one 
famed for military prowess and bodily attainments. Thuis, evey 
the mighty empire of Rome itself, was founded by a band of 
robbers, headed by a fratricide. From a source far different is 
Israel derived ;—from Abraham, the father of the faithful, « the 
beloved of God” 93718 (Isa. xli, 8.) one who sought not sensual 
gratifications, but the elevation of the soul; whose struggles were 
carried on against idolatry and vice, and whose prime object 
was the amelioration of mankind. That which is corporeal js 
fleeting, and becomes engulphed and lost in the stream of time. 
but. that which is spiritual, cannot be extinguished; jt js ‘in 
emanation from the divine essence, from the eternal source 
—no human effort can destroy it. Hence, associations formed 
for worldly ends, have, even as the human body, by slow de. 
grees attained their maximum of power ; and have flourished foy 
a time, till age brought decrease of faculties; their constitution 
has then been undermined, and they have fallen. a prey to al] 
devouring time. But Israel, whose vocation, from the patri. 
archal days till now, has been to disseminate the principles of 
morality, and whose nationality is therefore, spiritual, must. 
even as the soul, endure on earth so long as this world—the body 
which it animates—continues to exist. All human efforts « 
root up Judaism have proved unavailing ; for it is planted by 
the hand of God. ‘ The branch of my planting, the work of 
my hands, that I may be glorified.” (Isaiah lx. 21.) 

Thus far, the present section elucidates the perpetuity of 
Israel; and our very existence to this day is a living testimony 
to Abraham’s virtues, as the founder of a race. - As a private 
character, Abraham was the very pattern of excellence. Virtu- 
ous in all the walks of life ; of a mild disposition, yet possessed 
of becoming firmness when occasion called it forth; brave 
as a leader, and just in all his dealings, in him were concen- 
trated all the noble qualities that adorn the man. His pious 
reflections obtained for him the knowledge of the true God, 
and his active piety scattered the seeds of truth in every quarter 
that he visited—where as scripture tells us, NID) He 
proclaimed the name of the Lord.” How beneficial would it be, 
if we reflected more frequently, AD What are 
we, what our lives?) so. that contemplation of the vanity 
of this life, might teach us to deserve the next, by virtues 


practised here. How many are there, at the present day, pos- 


sessed of great influence and means which lie dormant for the 
want of exercise ? How many, who consider that the object of 
their existence is fulfilled when they have not acted immorally, 
and squared their own observances in accordance with religious 
requirement—without being concerned for the course which 
others may pursue? Let such persons learn from the life of 
Abraham, that true virtue does not consist in ‘* eschewing evil 


alone ;”’ but in that active benevolence which seeks the temporal 


: and spiritual welfare of our fellows, and which reflects on others 
through Mr. Correa of Malta. “ Dr. Lumbroso, an Italian Jew, | 


the light that we enjoy; thus upholding our nationality and 
elevating the name of the Jew; whose faith teaches how in the 
happiness of others to find his own. The due exercise of 
influence renders men useful to society :—from the neglect of It, 
conflicting interests arise, schisms ensue, and that glorious prin- 
ciple of nytmx (one-ness) bequeathed as the very life-pulse of 
Judaism, almost ceases to beat. Even so is it at the present 
day ; and until this selfish piety (?) be abandoned for a more ac- 
tive and reciprocating benevolence, no amelioration of our condi- 
tion can be anticipated. | 
But to return to Abraham, The chief virtue of his life was his 
unbounded faith, as affectingly exemplified in the present sec- 
tion. Having, by his own unaided reason, it is said, attained 
to a knowledge of the true God, and disseminated this ennob- 
ling discovery; the Almighty appeared to him, and promised that 
which is ever grateful to a virtuous and enlightened mind,—a 
son, who should follow in his father’s steps, and transmit an 
unsullied name to a posterity as numerous as the stars of ogre 


ham, a glorious gift, and che rejoiced | exceedingly. Accoramy 


to the Almighty’s promise, the child is born; and what hea- 
t tones breath in a father’s ear! 
P, and twineg itself each day more closely 


venly music its infan 
tender shoot grows y 
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round the parent heart, eagerly imbibing its ennobling qualities, 
All the ardent aspirations of a father are but just realized, 
when the Divine mandate proceeds from Heaven, “ Take now 
thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac, and offer 
him, ****.” What a trial is this! to sacrifice him in whom 
his hopes are centered! to sacrifice him through whose preser- 
yation the glorious promise can alone be fulfilled !—But Abra- 
ham’s implicit faith casts aside all hesitation or conflicting 
doubts; and without one remonstrance, he prepares to execute 
the Divine command. He takes his pious son, 
and they go in peace and union together, to Mount Moriah. 
The altar is erected, and Isaac placed upon it; the father’s 
hand is raised to destroy the prop of his existence with one 
fatal stroke, when a voice of mercy from on High forbids the 
deed, and glorious is the reward that follows. 

“ By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou iast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in-bless- 
ing T will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; Ard in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed ; because thou hast obeyed my Voice,” 

How sweet are the rewards of faith! Faith, which sweetens 
life’s bitter cup, and heightens our enjoyment! Its soothing 
whisper is heard above the din of labour, and the wail of dis- 
tress!) Even into the chamber of death, hope and contentment 
follow in its train! How often have the people of Israel laid 
prostrate, like Isaac, under impending destruction? But so 
long as their reliance in God has remained, His hand has ever 
iiterposed, and ** Israel saved in the Lord, an everlasting 
salvation.” May our faith never desert us; and may the merit 
of the virtuous patriarch be always before us, and all the fami- 
lies of the earth in us be blessed ! HH. 


Sympathy for the Jews of Russian-Poland.—Might the ex- 
pression of it, in this country, serve them ?—The Athenwum, 
‘m its review of a work on Russia, by the Marquis de Custine, 
notes the extreme sensitiveness to public (foreign) opinion per- 
vading every department of the Russian governinent, up to the 
Autocrat himself. We quote the passage. 

‘At first, our author does not appear to have penctrated 
the motives which procured for him so abundant a share of 
imperial favour; but he soon learned that all the public au- 
thorities, from the highest to the lowest, were nervously sensi- 
tive on the subject of publicity, and dreaded nothing more 


than the making known to Europe, those circumstances. of 


state policy and social condition, which, ever since the days of 
Peter the Great, have been varnished over by a surface polish 
of civilization.” 
_ ‘Lhe Jews in Egypt.—* Not very distant from the Coptic 
is the Jewish quarter, separated from it by the Khalish or 
canal, that runs through the city from south to north. In this 
quarter the streets are so narrow, that one is obliged to take 
reluge in a doorway on the approach of a water carrier, till, as 
you discover, the procession has passed ; for the man and his 
burden so completely fill up the space, that you do not at first 
perceive his companions. I imagine they usually go in com- 
panies at stated times, to avoid the perpetual interruption that 
would otherwise occur. Never, it may be truly said, enters a 
ray of light in this quarter; the mushrubbia, or projecting 
windows, frequently touch those of the opposite house, al- 
though, as far as I can judge from an occasional glimpse into 
the court yards, they are not so destitute as one may imagine. 
‘The inhabitants of this quarter are remarkable for the fair- 
ness of their complexions—red beards are by no means uncom- 
mon—the women are fairer than the Levantines. I was par- 
icularly struck with that to-day, on the occasion of a quarrel 
iat, two men, about whom were collected a number of 
lanes ah certainly, in comparison, particularly with the Egyp- 
which the epithet fair, (taken in the sense we attach to it) by 
: ich the Hebrew women are so frequently characterised in 
: © sacred volume, is most applicable to the daughters of Israel 
OW sojourning in Egypt.” —From a letter signed J. Bonomi, 
“lro, Sept. 18, 1843,” in the Literary Gazette. 


A better use for the £50,000 per annum, squandered in un- 
successful attempts to Gentilize respectable Jews, might be 
suggested by the following, and many similar statements of 
the press :— 

‘ The Gloucester Journal, after giving some striking statis- 
tical facts, illustrative of the gross ignorance that prevails among 
the lower classes in many parts of Somersetshire, and other 
neighbouring counties, goes on to observe :-— This is a picture 
of England in the nineteenth century; here, at our very doors, 
crawling about our streets, lanes, alleys, and roads, to beg or 
to steal, and filling our workhouses and gaols; we have a po- 
pulation of hundreds of thousands, who know nothing of God 
or religion, and who are not possessed of the commonest rudi- 
ments of education to remove the gross ignorance which en- 
velops them like a cloud, cuts them off from all association 
with their better taught fellow creatures, which almost necessi- 


tates that they shall beg or steal, or else not live, and which 


obscures their perceptions, till they sink from poverty and 
crime, and misery, into the grave..—These are startling facts, 
but we have reason to believe, that they are in no respect ex- 
aggerated.”—Saun, Nov. 1. 


The Rev. J. M. Phillippo, twenty years in Jamaica, says, in 
a recent work on the past and present state of that island, ** it 
is delightful to contemplate the improvement in the moral 


condition of the inhabitants,’ and * it must be confessed, that , 
the Jews furnish the most numerous and reputable examples.” 


What Christians owe to Jews.—A German protestant cler- 
gyman (Konig, at Anderbeck), has recently published a work 
* On the newest ecclesiastical relations of Prussia,’ in which 
he incidentally speaks of the Jews also. As we think the 
opinion of this eloquent and learned Divine is well worthy the 
notice of our own public, we present a translation. 


“ The Christian religion proceeded from the Jewish; and the founder 
of our church was a Jew. This remains uncontested, however unpleasant 
it may sound to the ears of many. This also ts equally certain; that to 
him who wishes to comprehend the doctrine of Jesus, and to conceive. his 
design—the establishment of the kingdom of heaven upon earth—an 
accurate knowledge of the ante-christian era is absolutely necessary. 
And truly not ungrateful is the task, to inquire what God, in times of yore, 
spoke to the ancients by the mouth of prophets. Before all stands the 
unutterably venerable picture of Abraham. He led his dependants to 
the worship of the One Supreme God; he built altars to that One, at a 
time when all the other inhabitants of the globe were still entangled in 
gross and heathenish idolatry. liow God spoke to him I know not; but 
I hold by the fact,—that at a time when darkness pervaded all, in his mind 
was a lucid ray of light. I do not deny, that with the same reverence as 
the most pious Jew, I likewise can say—‘ Father Abraham.’ 

“The merits of Moses in behalf of his people, are to me also an esti- 
mable object. This Mos:s, who could give a law which even to this day 
forms the basis of every civilized state, must indeed have cast a deep glance 
into the human mind—into human life. And the history of the whole 
people; is it not a faithful portraiture of the history of mankind? © Svces- 
sion from. God, is secession from happiness: and in this their misfortune, 
what moving lamentations proceed from the nobler minds of Israel! If I 
weigh what has just been stated; if I think of those individuals, who but 
too willingly find in the old testament the type of the new, and who would 
yield no single prophecy pronounced by pious Jews concerning the Messiah, 
—it becomes to me inexplicable, how the very same individuals can per- 
secute Judaism with such bitter hatred! 
Christianity, than its revolting conduct towards the Jews, as exhibited 
through centuries. Let there be mentioned one single European nation, 
one single country, wherein the most frantic persecution of the Jews has 
not found place! Now they were said to have slaughtered children; now 
to have poisoned wells; and then again to have caused national calami- 
ties! Nay there still exist letters written by German princes to German 
cities of the empire, requesting these friendly neighbours to drown or to 
burn all-the Jews! Thou too, O my dear country (meaning Prussia), 
bearest this stain! Not longer since than the reign of thy second king, 
thou compelledst the Jews, with the bitterest mockery, to purchase the 
game killed in the royal chases ;—nay, even the philosophical king, whom 
history ‘ calls the unique,’ refused to the greatest philosopher among his 
contemporaries, the patent of protection and citizenship—because he was 
a Jew! We stand higher; but we have not yet reached the goal. Alas! 

After complaining of the civil disabilities under which the 
Jews labour, he expresses himself thus, on the attempts made 
in Prussia for their conversion :— 


‘‘ Their mistrust appears founded on history ; and what can be answered 
when they say:—‘ to give, with the one haud, money, much money, to- 
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wards our extermination, and, at the same time, to write with the other 
sincerely in our favour, appears to us incompatible.’ The societies for the 
extermination of Judaism in the midst of us, are an evil; the extensive 


and uncontrolled labours of foreign missionaries in our state, are an | 


abuse; for the best means of conversion will always be, that we practise 
charity towards our neighbours, although they be Jews; that we lead a 
life under their observation, which compels them to esteem our creed ;— 
that we honour their conviction, desist from importuning them, and con- 
fess that there are, in proportion, as many honest Jews as Christians. It 
would hardly be believed, that the 19th century should require the most 
energetic exhortation, to be tolerant towards the Jews—and to desist from 
the uncharitable prejudices of their fathers.”’ | 


Jewish Colonies in Russia.—In two cantons of the govern- 
ments of Cherson, (New Russia) are nine Hebrew colonies, the 
foundation of which began in 1809. Until 1807 they re- 
mained under the jurisdiction of their colonial magistrates : 
since that time they have been subjected to the central magis- 
trates of the New-Russian empire. The chief colony is Gross- 
Nartow, sixty wersts from the capital of the government, on 
both shores of the Jugu/; two wersts farther, lies K/lein-Narton, 
and the other colonies in a wider circuit of 30 wersts. The 
best colony is Sedeh-Menuchah, (field of rest.) Gross-Nartow 
has about 100 houses. Since 1837, there has been a regular 
transmission of Jewish settlers from the western governments 
into the eastern ones. One class of them entered Siberia, 
particularly into the governments of TYobolsk and Orask; 
they received landed property, houses were built, and agricul- 
tural implements, with indispensable domestic utensils, were pro- 
vided; the second class consisted of voluntary settlers. The tide 
of emigration, especially in the years 1838-41 was so strong, that 
but a part of them could be located in prepared houses, and 


500 families lodged among such as were already settled there. | 


The nine colonies number 11,000 souls ; and there is still room, 
and arable land for more. ‘These colonies have synagogues, 
schools, and corn magazines; there is also at Gross-.Vartow, 
a school for the Russian language, having twenty Jewish 
se The settlers carry on agriculture in all its various 
ranches. ‘The mechanics are not allowed to cultivate the 
ground. It is intended to establish four other colonies. But 
in these, in order to check the tide of immigration pouring in 
from /’edolia, Wilna, and Pialystock, it is demanded that the 
emigrant be provided with a fortune of 500 rubels, and 
that he possess the means necessary for defraying the expenses 
of his journey, and maintaining himself. Each colony has its 
own Rabbi. . 
Another Ancient Jewish Settlement.—According to the itin- 
erary of a recent traveller (A’och), describing the Russian ‘T'rans- 
Caucasian provinces, Jews, in centuries long past, acted there a 
very prominent part. They are said to have emigrated into 
Grusia, even before the destruction of the second temple, and to 
have settled in the province of ‘T'spira, (Sber, Isber) on the Black 
Sea. Several of their chieftains are said, under the name of 
Bagratids, to have acted a prominent part in the history of 
Armenia; and one of them, named Guram, was actually nomi- 
nated king of Grusia by the emperor Heraklius. It is a singu- 
larity of the present Jews there and in the vicinity, that they all 
bear the name of Uri. At later periods, these chieftains dis- 
appeared ; absorbed partly by Christianity, and partly by Maho- 
metanism. There are, however, still Jewish habitants there, 
who neither by dress, physiognomy, nor other personal marks 
are distinguished from the other inhabitants.—(.dbridged from 
the Orient.) 
The name of God in various languages.—lIt is remarkable, 
that in nearly all Janguages, the name of the divinity is repre- 
sented by four letters. In Hebrew, it is true of the ineffable 
name (the Tetragrammaton) and of ‘33x. In the Assyrian it 
is 4ded; in Persian, Syré; in the language of the Magi, Orsi; 
in Egyptian, Theuth; in Arabic, -4llah, (the th and ll being 
single letters) ; in Latin, Veus; in Turkish, 4ydi; in Spanish, 
Dios; in German or Flemish, Gott or Goth; in some languages 
of the new world, Zimé; in French, Dieu. A.l.d. F. 


NOTICES. 


Voice or Jacon.—Terms of Subscription, 10s. 6d. per annum, or 5s. 
6d. per half year; payable always in advance, at the Office, 27, Camomile 
Street, by remittance, post office order, postage stamps, or otherwise. 


The subscription secures a free delivery, within the range of the penny 
post, on the same day as published in London.—Vol. 3 commenced wit) 
| No. 56. 


| Subscribers for extra copies, giving previous notice, may have them pre. 
' served to the end of the year, and then supplied in clean volumes, 


An Index to Vols. i. & ii. is sent with No. 59, to Subscribers only — 
Non-subscribers may obtain copies of it, free of expense, at the publisher's 
(B. Steill, Paternoster Row,) and not otherwise. ' 


The annual volumes, i. and ii., (for a.m. 5602 and 5603) may be ob. 
tained through the usual channels; stitched, at 8s. per vol. ; neatly bound 
in cloth, at 10s. 6d, 


All the published numbers of the Voice of Jacob, are now charged at 


| the uniform price; and certain of the earlier numbers having become 


scarce, are to be obtained only in the annual volumes. Vide previous 
notice, 


The Proposed Corrected T. ranslation of the Bible. 


A new edition of the Prospectus, (vide Nos. 46 and 58.) jg 
now ready, aud the friends of the work are prayed to circulate 
it, with a view to obtain subscribers. Our country friends may 
receive any number of copies of this prospectus, by requesting 
their respective booksellers to obtain them of our publisher, 
B. Steill, Paternoster Row. All communications are to be 
addressed to the Office of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 27, Camomile 
Street, London. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Lieut Clifford.—Your subscription entitles you to the paper per post, — 
and it will be duly forwarded. The rest of your letter being controversial, 
is not publicly answered, for reasons frequently stated; especially in our 
No. 43. Your friendly spirit and deferential tone are, however, acknow- 
ledged, and we would, with the same sentiments, respectfully hint, that 
your assumption of the title ‘* Christian Israelite,”’ is not warranted. 

Other notices to Correspondents are omitted for want of room. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday 10th Noy. 17th Chesvan Sabbath at 4 o’Clock. 
Sapo, 3:46 Portion for the Week x» 

Friday 17 Sabbath at past 3 

Sabo. -. 25 Portion for the Week 


Thurs. 23“ 30 WIN WNITN 


NSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 


B Jewish persuasion.—The Committee of Management of the above Institution, 
give notice, that a General Court will be held on Sunday, the 12th inst., at One 
o’Clock precisely, at the Committee Room, No. 7, Castle-street, Houndsditch, for 
the Election of One Pensioner. 


42, Great Prescott Street. By Order—S. SOLOMON, Sec. 


ONGREGATION of PORTSMOUTH.—Wanted a Reader 

OMe’ and Secretary ; he must be qualified to teach Hebrew grammatically , 

and if competent to deliver English lectures, would be preferred. A liberal salary 

will be given. Applications, with references, to be forwarded to Messrs. Simpse?, 
and H. M. Emanuel, Elders of the above Congregation. 


N.B.—He must be a NWP Syd 


A YOUNG LADY accustomed to Tuition, having her time 
A 


at present unoccupied, is desirous of ré-engaging herself in a respectable 
family, as Daily or Morning Governess. She is fully competent to give instruction 
in English in all its branches; French, Music, and can, if required, advance her 
pupils in Italian, Satisfactory references can be given.—Apply by letter, (pre-paid. 
to A. F., at the Office of the Voice of Jacob, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 


W ANTED an active and intelligent young man, to under- 

taks the duties of Secretary to the Hebrew Congregation, Liverpool. He 
must undertand accounts, and have a fair knowledge of Hebrew ; andif accustom * 
to the routine of public business, would be preferred. Salary and emolumen 
about £70 per annum. Applications and testimonials must be forwarded | ae 
paid) to Lewis Samuel, Esq., Senr. Warden, Lord Street, on or before the | 
of December. 

Liverpooi, Nov. 7, 5604, (1843.) 
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